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hy would you pay

17,000 for a second

hand camper that fiest

saw the light of day in 19977 The answer &
that it represents very good value for momey,
How come? Consider first the specification:
I'he power unit is a three-litre turbo dicscl
deseloping 289Nm of torque at 2,000pm -
fed vi o smoath four spedd automatic trans-
missaon 10 the rear wheels. At just 4.71m
bong it will pork aimost anywhere and ke
up dess space than your BMW. Air condi-
cioning, plus heating for the rear of the vehi
cho comes as stundord, a5 well as driver ond
passenger mirbags, ABS, electric mirrors and
central locking. And us for the
nppearance, ke o
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look mt the twortone Ivory and Opal pitint
scheme on the Granvia we had on 1est, one
from 1 fabulous choice of colotred campers
from the land where plain white = almost
unknown, As for the drive, read on.

Construction
To the all-sted body Wellhouse add o Reimo
low line elevating roof hinging from the fromt
o gve muimum headroom over the living
quarters und space for all manoer of gear
above the cab when you're an site, Four fors
ward facing seats are all ftted with lop arnd
dagonal safery belts and the addition of an
optional double bed i the roof conipleses the
toursberth  desipnation.  With  storagpe  anits
along the offside and a double rear seat foor
space 18 generous ancd cnary via the shiding
door is completely unobstrct-
ol Plenty of

room also 10 carry home the oecasional balky
bargain packed up a1 auction o o oot salke,
Laminote surfaced plvwood units foe the for-
niture is of lightwelght German Vohringer
boards with-a choice of four different griin
effect surfaces. Add twelve fabric choices or i
full " leather interior and thero’s plenty of
opportunity for n highly individund fooking
Clsnper

On the Road
The big sdvantge of mmporting vehicles
from Jupan, due o their vtterly sensible way
of drving on the kit as we Brits do, is that
not only i= the steenng wheoel where it
should be but so s the infernul lavout and of
course the sliding door giving access 1o i
However there i= the small unomaly of the
windscreen wipers on the left and direction
indicator stalk oo the right of the steering
column (opposite 1o




Evropean practice) amusing my navigstor
but inclined 10 other drivers
Technically Granvia s o sophisticoed pack
age: boasting double wishbones for the fromt
wheel suspension and trailing link for the
rear wheels. Add the anti-roll bars and you
have a first class recipe 10 cope with good or
bad rom! surfoces. Three litres of turbo
diesel power is almost overkill in such a
compact camper but there are times when
you need to shift briskly owt of trouble and
bere you have it instanly, At other times the
engime hums away quietly to retum some
thing like 25mpg or perhaps more if you dis-
ciphine that right fool.

For the controls a hefty gear lever couldn'y
possibly be confused with anything else and
s position is casy to check with the Hlumi
nated signal among the dials. An okd-fash
oned temperature guage is always prefer
able to o warning light thar will usually be
o late and the heat/ventilntor control
noeds only o light tap 1o have the systems
working including that for passengers in the

conluse

rear. Passenger and driver airbag is nothing
but logical and the radio (oo & of the simple,
obvious non-distracting variety. Dark tinted
windows for the rear section of the vehicke
may be wnusual but we thought they were
greatl because our tackle wos invisible 1o
anyune of a fight-fingered proclivity

At Rest

Versatile is what Granvia is oll about - you
can go shopping in it because it will park
anywhere, picnic in quict or very public
places unobtrusively or tackle the serious

business of camping for which the addi-
ton of an awning makes sense. Wellbouse
hove all sorts available, from the fitted to
the clip on type, to double the amount of
living space available, Raising the roof
involves only the release of the two secur-
ing straps and pushing it upwards helped
by the gas struts, The canvas sides unzip
{or lots of extra sunlight snd when two are
sleeping upstairs plenty of ventilation

Not huge by motorhome standards, nev-
ertheless there is a great deal more elbow
room in this Camper to spread out and
relax than in the most luxurious of saloon

cars, Reversing the passenger seat increas
es the space and the opencd sliding door
bocomes o window on the world. Totally
portable, the free standing table stands on
a tripod base and is just about ample for o
meal for two, In fact Welllyouse will make
you & tblke of whatever height and size you
need, typical of this manufacturer’s
approach, Interior lighting has twin spot-
lights on either side of the lounge

Well fitted curtains slide casily into place,
although press studs 10 hold the hems

. 2
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With passenger seat retaded, ample space o taks IMe
easy. Nots roof switches and vests 1o adjust Semperature
control for rear passengers when travelling.




against the sideés wonld improve their cov-
erage of the windows, Cab and living
quarters are separated by o curtain parti
tion and 1o further prevent hest loss o set
of stick-on screens for the windscreen and
cob side windows are an  option.
Translorming the rear seat into o double
bed is simplicity itsell by raising the scal
squab and sliding it forward, at which
point the four cushions slide Mat 10 form a
generous  dimension  1.82m long and
P21 wide double sleeper. The large
locker beneath the front of the seat is
roomy enough 10 stush all the bed linen,
When the upper bed s fitted it s held in
place agwinst the headlining of the roof,
then pulled down for sleeping complete
with its mattress and whatever slecping
tackle you have stored there

-b

Neat stairsess steel sink and two-bumes hod weth cutlery Kichen
drawer and fridge under. Cenereus locker space all round. Fridge, dinner plate size sink and 1wo-

burncr hob - it's all here along with ade

#~ Alison gets 10 grips with the bind watching paraphermalia. The table wss 8 quate storage space for the tools and the
touch 190 High bet the supporting table leg heights can be varied 1o order foodstuffs, In fact there s more locker
. space for the kitchen in Granvin than in

many Campers twice the size. Fair work

space oo il you inclucde the glass tops of

the sink und hob burners, Waeco make the

efficient 40:Jitre compressor fndge operit

ed from the 12 volt supply or a mains sup

ply when connected up on  site,

Compressor frdges reach their operating

temperature more quickly than absorption

fridges. Beneath the flooe 38-litre [resh

and waste water wanks both of which can

be drained casily. have sulficient quantity
for severul days when used sparingly
Electrics include 12 volt and 240 volt out
lets, an 85Ah battery, 12v intelligent bat
tery charger and split charging syvstem
from the engine battery. A 20m main book
up lead 1s also stndard equipment,

Washroom

Patently. there's no space for a washroom
but a portable flush toilet stows neatly in
one of the compartments under the rear
seit = an awning could act as wash room
und toilet and, on full facility campsites of
course the lack of o washroom is Jess
important

L L ruprerrprrs———— Stowage
In general the overall stowage is some-
thing of a minor mirack: -~ our photo with

AL 1L.52m long and a 1. 21m width this Is & peod size Camper doulle
bed, made ready In seconds. An spatairs dousbie bed Is an optian

q




the tilgmte open shows some of it There
i also the wardrobe with adjoining lock-
ers, the gas locker thot bouses the vehicle
gk ol 1o0ls, plus the space over the cab
when the roof is up to take all the clobber

Vehicle specification: WeShouse Toyota Granvia, two-berth, elevating roof Camper
Price of vehicle tested: £17 (")ﬂ on the road
Vetucie kindly loaned for testing by: Wallhousa Leisure, Unit B, Soversign Business
Park, Barns ey Road, Shepley, Huddersfieid, HD8 8BL. Tel: 01484 600416 and clothing that can be tucked away until
necded for the outdoor activitics

) y ——

Overall length 4.71m Summary
Overall width 1.80m How would our 1es1 Granvia measure up
Overall height 2.10m againat o used UK built Camper of similar
MTPLM 2380kg age? The first problem would be 1o find
Payloac 440k
Construction Steel body, GRP elevating roof, fumiture of light
weignt Vohringer board with laminate surfaces
Fresh water capac 38-litres
Waste water capa t ) 38-litres
Gas smraqe one 6ib Gaz cylinder

one with anything like o compurable spec-
thcation mechonically and in such good
overall condition, hand in hand with
twelve month warrumty on the chassis and
the conversion. Wellhouse tell us spare
Auxliary battery 85Ah leisure battery PaTEs are not o ’;-lnf‘lwu. most Ivcvvn_u_ avail
P:_-fr.-.,m()tm' Waeco 40-litre compressor fridge operating from able in the UK "“‘! a fast service from

V 12v, fitted with energy accumulator lapan 1o compare with a parts service for

Water heating optional European vehicles. The road performuance

Space Heating optional and noise levels with the Granvia were a
Lighting spotlights in lounge, automotive lights in cab revelation, pped though by an even quie

Upholstery abstract pattern tapestry fabric cter short teinl in o 2001 registered Toyota

Other equipment fitted VHF/AM radio, central locking, electric mirrors Regius powered by 2.7-litre petrol motor
air conditioning, automatic transmission that was astonishingly quict by any stan-

passenger and ariver alroags. dards, It bad 32,500 miles registered and

wis in superh  condition  priced ot
£21,000. S0, to retum 1o the guestion ol
how these unusual vehicles measure up
I repeat the words of David Ellion when
talking to potential customers; "Come 1o
us .-ll‘r vou have koked ar the competi-

Type: Toyota Granvia short wheelbase passenger vehicle
Power unit; 2982cc, four cylinder, turbo diesal with electronic
ol Injectiorn
Maximum power 130bhp @ _'a.,\_.[,,r..

Maximum torque: 289.30 Nm @ 2.000rpm )
Transmission four-speed automatic tion.” He is that confident in the basic

Steenng: power assisted rack and pinion lapuncse product and the conversions that
Braking system: serv0 assisted with ABS 10 front discs and rear drums Wellhouse medd 1o them

Fuel consumption: 25mpqg estimated
Maximum speed Bomph estimate
Comfortable crusing speed 60-65mph

BRASS TACKS

Why Japanese? Reasons include the
unique compact size allied to a superior N ment, UK supplied new Toyota Hiace
mechanical specification and the reputa ' ' Powervans, are high-top campers
tion for reliability that vehicles from Japan : With 2.5-itre turbo diesel motors
have established over the past decades ' LSRN B £ 20, NG JORcy 0 OR
A short tour of the company buid-

adding up to a camper that makes no ings was enough to discover a real
claim about being the cheapest on offer enthusiasm for the job whether it was
but does claim value for maney. bullding the machines, organising the

The premises at the junction of the AB29 infrastructure or In discussion with the
and AB35 at Shepley near Huddersfield are a’f’ i : customers, On such enthusiasm any-
purpose built with a manufacturing sectio - 1 - ", thing Is possible. At the manufacturing
agministration and showroom. Whilst To,oxa .' . " stage there was a palpable spark from
IS NoOwW the mainspang of the product range, - v : S anyone | spoke to - ready to explain
Mazda and Ford have also been imported . j what they were at and the direction of
from Japan, Micro campers buit on the 4 . future plans. In the near future the
foyota Sparky and Dahatsu Extol are " . : : = operation will include mechanical ser-

another highly ingenious part of the : - vicing In-a separate department. A
Wellhouse line-up. With a length of just really attractive showroom complete

3.76m ”"_l',’ are hi‘;'ﬂ",' manoauvrable and — - ) with expls ".atop" Wustrations and cus-
economical to run. Power s by 1.3-litre e * tomer facilities is far from common in
16valve, twin cam 82bhp engine and the ' moderate size manufacturing opera-
0[}' on of automatic transmission or five- o tions but it Is typical of the profession-
speed manual gearbox, Prices range from al approach of this West Yorkshire
1,500 to £13,500 Thd latest develop- bullder of Campers with flair,




