The imported Toyota Grand Hiace is a reliable and robust short wheelbase vehicle,

ideal for a campervan Conversion WORDS AND PICTURES Rob Hawkins

HE TOYOTA
Hiace Is a tamiliar
sight on most UK
and European
oS ancd was
one of the first generation
MP'Vs or people carriers. In
Japan, they're just as popular
Wellhouse Ledsure, of West
Yorkshire, Is importing a
variety of Japanese vehicles,
including the Hiace and
Regius. Most of the Hiace
imports range from 1997 o
2003 vehicles, usually with
between 25,000 and 60,000
miles on the clock. These are
sold at £15,000 to £22,000

fully converted

Huying an ageing wused vehicle
as the base for a new camper
conversion can be a hittle
wornving noweser
has not had any major problems
with the imported Hiace

Yellhouse

An imported Hiace arrives as
an eight-scater people carrler
Wellhouse strips the interfor to
a bare shell 1o begin the
conversion, The rear seats are
replaced by an in-house rock-
and-roll bed that scats two
people and uses the standard
seatbelt mounts, The roof is
cut away and a GRI'
replacement from Kelmo is
fitted. Alternatively, an
clevated root can be used.

Our test van was made in
2000, had compieted 60,000
Japanese miles ancd had one
previous owner with a full
service history. Its a Grand
Hiace moxiel, which was a
special edition of the Toyota
Granvia, Wellbouse sells all its
converted imports with a full
one-vear warmanty, 12 months
MoT, six months tax, RAC
report, 12 months’ RAC

breakdown cover, thermal
screens, an owner's manual and
mains lead. The engine receives
a full service, including timing
belt replacement, and all
IMpoet conversion work
(speeddo changed to mph, rear
fog light and UK sterco).

Cost of this particulas
conversion, above standard
spec, Is £21,865, Luxury add
ons are leather upholstery at
£A400, Webasto diesel heating,
£850, upgraded stereo, £150
iFod connection, £65, and
colourcoded awning, £400

Driving the converted Hiace
is very straightforward. Its
MI"Vasizedd proportions, power
steering and large door mirrors
make it easy 10 manocuvre
Fhis particular model s fitted
with Tovota's three-litre
138bhp turbo diesel. Most
mxiels have rear-wheel drive,
although there are also some
with four-wheel drive. All of

these imported models use a

four-spead automatic

gearbox, In which top gear
acts as an overdrive
Consequently, Wellhouse says
tuel consumption is modest
between 25 and 30mpg

he converted Hiace will
scat four pm-plv on the move,
but only three inside the main
Hving area. The captain’s
chalr-style passenger seat
swivels round for the third
person, Any size of table (free-
standing or with column leg)
can be made and fited by
Wellhouse, Due to the layout
the table serves only the two
rear seated occupants and is a
stretch for the front seat

Toyota Grand Hiace 8710




A spacious double bed is the only berth in the Reimo GRP roof version

Wailhouse has acheved a
hegh leved of Srish with ths
COMErsion 50 build quaity is
good. it has imvosted in brand
names such as tho Remo
rool, Waaco ndge and
Webasto healer, but has also
davaiopod its own AENgs

passenger. Such a dilemma

Is offset by the fact there's
generous Hoor space in the
dining-living arca. Maybe a
separate pull-out table for the
fromt seat passenger is the
solution here.

Ihe compact Kitchen makes
the most of the space provided,
Cooking is on a two-hob
stove, which sits over a 40 ditre
fridge. A sink is to the right of
the stove. Cupboard space is
impressive. The only
disappointment is in the
overhead cupboards, which
don’t have any internal lips to
stop items falling out when
the doors are opened,

Tanks for fresh and waste
water are provided, A single
gas cylinder &s stored In a rear
sealed compartment.

Rear facing seating is used
to form part of a double bed,
with space underncath for
luggage, Additional luggage
space can be found in the
front and rear of the GRP
roof. There's a large panclled
compartment over the front

seats and a similar one at
the rear. This space is very
uscful, but lots of heavy
items may make the vehicle
top heavy. Another bed
conversion, available in the
rool, can accommoxdate two
small children,

Internal lighting includes a
stalk-mounted reading light
for the rear seat and several
spotlights and LEDs, Thete are
sockets to the right of the sink,
Any control panels for
optional extra dicsel heating
Of music systems are also
mounted here.

Wellhouse's camper
conversion of the Hlace ks a
compact design that makes the
most of the space available, O
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BASE VEHICLE Toyota Hiace (1999-2003)
BERTHS 2 (GRP roof) or 4 (elevating roof)
MTPLM 2600kg
PAYLOAD 600kg
GAS 1 x Campingaz 907 5kg
BATTERY 110Ah
FRESH WATER 35 litres
WASTE WATER 35 Wtres
BASE VEHIC!

3.0-5tre turbo-tsass (optional 3.4-itro V6 el

CONSTRLU( .

MRV comnsion, Resmo feed GRP o olovatng root

STANDARD EQUIPMENT |

40-8tre Inchel B o Waeoo iags, Cramer two-taurmer hoby, srk. 240y
and 12v power outlets, 25-metre hock-up kad, Porta Polh 335
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Compact campenvan that sloeps two comiortabily, suffcion! space
for dning and cookang

CAGAIN

New comversion components fitted 10 o Usod mponed vohicla,
COmpact enough %o stom on 4 drivewary Dut not in a gavrage cue 1o
o hagh Sxedt roof e K




